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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 1 02(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e)). 

2. Claims 1-33, 36-45, 48-51, 55-71, 74-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Christianson et al. (U.S 6,085,186), ("Christianson".) 

As per claim 1, Christianson teaches a method of searching for information on a 
computer information network (Col. 1 lines 10-15), the method comprising the steps of: 
• "providing a searchbase comprising a plurality of descriptive packets, wherein 
each packet is associated with one of a plurality of information sources published 
on a computer information network and includes a query language and template 
usable therewith, a sending protocol usable therewith and a receiving protocol 
usable therewith" at Col. 9 lines 25-65; 
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• "receiving a search request over the computer information network from a user 
for retrieving information from the plurality of information sources in accordance 
with given search criteria" at Col. 12 line 4; 

• "transforming the search request into an inquiry capable of searching the 
searchbase"; searching the searchbase with the inquiry to identify any of the 
plurality of information sources which potentially meet the given search criteria" 
at Col. 12 lines 5-6; 

• "transforming the search request into queries for the identified information 
sources, wherein each query is in accordance with the query language and query 
template in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at 
Col. 12 lines 7-13; 

• "sending the queries over the computer information network to the identified 
information sources in accordance with the sending protocol in the descriptive 
packet for the corresponding information source" at Col. 12 lines 14-15; and 

• "receiving information over the computer information network from the identified 
information sources in response to the queries in accordance with the receiving 
protocol in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at 
Col. 12 lines 16-34. 

As per claim 2, Christiansen teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is a query form" at Col. 6 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 3, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is a static page" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 
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As per claim 4, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is dynamically generated" at Col. 1 1 
lines 5-10. 

As per claim 5, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
"the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 1 1 lines 
2-5. 

As per claim 6, Christianson teaches a method of searching for information on a 
computer information network (Col. 1 lines 10-15) comprising the steps of: 

• "providing a searchbase comprising a plurality of descriptive packets, wherein 
each packet is associated with one of a plurality of information sources published 
on a computer information network and includes a query language and template 
usable therewith, a sending protocol usable therewith and a receiving protocol 
usable therewith" at Col. 9 lines 25-65; 

• "receiving a search request over the computer information network from a user 
for retrieving information from the plurality of information sources in accordance 
with given search criteria" at Col. 12 line 4; 

• "transforming the search request into a plurality of queries for the plurality of 
information sources, wherein each query is in accordance with the query 
language and query template in the descriptive packet for the corresponding 
information source" at Col. 12 lines 7-13; 

• "sending the plurality of queries over the computer information network to the 
plurality of information sources in accordance with the sending protocol in the 
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descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at Col. 12 lines 14- 
15; 

• "receiving information over the computer information network from the plurality of 
information sources in response to the queries in accordance with the receiving 
protocol in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at 
Col. 12 lines 16-34. 

• "identifying to the user over the computer information network any information 
sources from which information was received which meets the given search 
criteria" at Col. 12 lines 30-50. 

As per claim 7, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 6, wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is a query form" at Col. 6 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 8, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 6, wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is a static page" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 9, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 6, wherein 
"at least one of the plurality of information sources is dynamically generated" at Col. 1 1 
lines 5-10. 

As per claim 10, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 6, wherein 
"the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 1 1 lines 



As per claim 11, Christianson teaches a method of searching for information on 
a computer information network, the method comprising the steps of: 



2-5. 
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• "providing a searchbase comprising a plurality of descriptive packets, wherein 
each packet is associated with one of a plurality of information sources published 
on a computer information network and includes an identification of the 
information source and a content description thereof, a query language and 
template usable therewith, a sending protocol usable therewith, a receiving 
protocol usable therewith, and a response language and parsing template usable 
therewith" at Col. 9 lines 25-65; 

• "receiving a search request over the computer information network from a user 
for retrieving information from the plurality of information sources in accordance 
with given search criteria" at Col. 12 line 4; 

• "transforming the search request into an inquiry capable of searching the 
searchbase; searching the searchbase with the inquiry to identify any of the 
plurality of information sources which potentially meet the given search criteria" 
at Col. 12 lines 5-6; and 

• "providing the identity of the identified information sources to the user over the 
computer information network" at Col. 12 lines 30-50. 

As per claim 12, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein "in addition to providing the identity, at least a portion of the content description 
is provided" at Col. 12 lines 30-50. 

As per claim 13, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is a query form" at Col. 6 
lines 5-10. 
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As per claim 14 f Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is a static page" at Col. 1 1 
lines 5-10. 

As per claim 15, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is dynamically generated" at 
Col. 11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 16, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein "the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 
1 1 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 17, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 6, further 
comprising prior to the step of transforming: 

• "transforming the search request into an inquiry capable of searching the 
searchbase" at Col. 12 lines 5-6; 

• "searching the searchbase with the inquiry to identify any of the plurality of 
information sources which potentially meet the given search criteria" at Col. 12 
lines 5-6; and 

' • "wherein the search request is then transformed into queries for the identified 
information sources" at Col 12 lines 7-13. 

As per claim 18, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the search request is transformed into queries only for the identified 
information sources" at Col. 12 line 7. 
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As per claim 19, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is a query form" at Col. 9 line 
67. 

As per claim 20, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is a static page" at Col. 1 1 
lines 5-10. 

As per claim 21, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "at least one of the plurality of information sources is dynamically generated" at 
Col. 11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 22, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 
11 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 23, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "in addition to sending the plurality of queries, a query is sent to at least one 
additional information source" at Col. 12 lines 7-20. 

As per claim 24, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 23, 
wherein "the descriptive packet for the at least one additional information source is 
obtained after receipt of the search request by receiving information in accordance with 
a receiving protocol usable with the at least one additional information source" at Col. 9 
lines 40-65. 
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As per claim 25, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the step of identifying to the user comprises presenting at least a portion of the 
received information" at Col. 12 lines 30-50. 

As per claim 26, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the step of identifying to the user comprises organizing at least a portion of the 
received information and presenting the organized information to the user" at Col. 12 
lines 30-50. 

As per claim 27, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "each descriptive packet further includes a response language and parsing 
template usable with the associated information source and wherein the step of 
identifying to the user comprises organizing at least a portion of the received information 
in accordance with the search request and the response language and parsing template 
in the descriptive packet for the associated information source and presenting the 
organized information" at Col. 12 lines 30-50 

As per claim 28, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 27, 
wherein "the query language and the response language are the same language" at 
Col. 8 lines 31-32. 

As per claim 29, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the received information includes dynamically generated information" at Col. 
11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 30, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 
wherein "the received information includes static information" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10 
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As per claim 31, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 

wherein "the received information includes at least one database" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 
As per claim 32, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 

wherein "the received information includes text" at Col. 11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 33, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 

wherein "the received information includes graphics" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 36, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 

wherein the computer information network is the Internet" at Col. 11 lines 45-50 
As per claim 37, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 17, 

wherein "the step of providing a searchbase is performed after the step of receiving a 

search request" at Col. 12 lines 4-6. 

As per claim 38, Christianson teaches a method of searching for information on 

a computer information network (Col. 1 lines 10-15) comprising the steps of: 

• "providing a searchbase comprising a plurality of descriptive packets, wherein 
each packet is associated with one of a plurality of information sources published 
on a computer information network and includes an identification of the 
information source and a content description thereof, a query language and 
template usable therewith, a sending protocol usable therewith, a receiving 
protocol usable therewith, and a response language and parsing template usable 
therewith" at Col. 9 lines 25-65; 
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• "receiving a search request over the computer information network from a user 
for retrieving information from the plurality of information sources in accordance 
with given search criteria" at Col. 12 lines 4; 

• "transforming the search request into an inquiry capable of searching the 
searchbase" at Col. 12 lines 5-6 ; 

• "searching the searchbase with the inquiry to identify any of the plurality of 
information sources which potentially meet the given search criteria" at Col. 12 
lines 5-6; 

• "transforming the search request into queries for the identified information 
sources, wherein each query is in accordance with the query language and query 
template in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at 
Col. 12 lines 7-13; 

• "sending the queries over the computer information network to the identified 
information sources in accordance with the sending protocol in the descriptive 
packet for the corresponding information source" at Col. 12 lines 14-15 ; 

• "receiving information over the computer information network from the identified 
information sources in response to the queries in accordance with the receiving 
protocol in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information source" at 
Col. 12 lines 16-34; 

• "organizing at least a portion of the received information in accordance with the 
search request and the response language" at Col. 12 lines 30-50; 
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• "parsing template in the descriptive packet for the corresponding information 
source" at Col. 17 lines 10-20; and 

• "identifying any of the identified information sources from which information is 
received which meet the given search criteria and presenting the organized 
portion of the received information thereof to the user over the computer 
information network" at Col. 12 lines 30-50. 

As per claim 39, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the query language and the response language are the same language" at 
Col. 8 lines 31-32. 

As per claim 40, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 
11 lines 47-50. 

As per claim 41, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the received information includes dynamically generated information" at Col. 
11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 42, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the received information includes static information" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 43, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the received information includes at least one database" at Col. 11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 44, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the received information includes text" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 
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As per claim 45, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the received information includes graphics" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 48, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 38, 
wherein "the computer information network is the Internet" at Col. 1 1 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 49, Christianson teaches a method for creating a searchbase for 
information sources published on a computer information network (Col. 1 lines 10-15) 
comprising the steps of: 

• "obtaining information for each information source including an identification of 
the information source and a content description thereof, a query language and 
template usable therewith, a sending protocol usable therewith, and a receiving 
protocol usable therewith" at Col. 9 lines 25-55; 

• "producing a descriptive packet for each information source from the obtained 
information" at Col. 9 lines 25-65; 

• "providing access to the searchbase over a computer information network" at 
Col. 11 lines 10-25. 

As per claim 50, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 49, 
wherein "the step of obtaining comprises obtaining a response language and parsing 
template usable therewith" at Col. 16 lines 42-53. 

As per claim 51, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "the step of obtaining comprises receiving information for at least one of the 
information sources" at Col. 9 lines 39-40. 
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As per claim 55, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 51, further 
comprising "describing the information required for the descriptive packet in a 
publication" at Col. 9 lines 25-65. 

As per claim 56, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 55, 
wherein "the publication is made on the Internet, by electronic publication, or in print 
media" at Col. 9 lines 25-65. 

As per claim 57, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 51 , 
wherein "the step of receiving comprises receiving the information in accordance with a 
receiving protocol usable with the information source" at Col. 11 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 58, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "the step of obtaining comprises accessing at least one information source and 
extracting at least part of the information required for the descriptive packet" at Col. 9 
lines 39-55. 

As per claim 59, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 58, 
wherein "the step of extracting comprises extracting information from at least one of 
meta-tags in the accessed information source and references obtainable from the 
accessed information source" at Col. 9 lines 39-55. 

As per claim 60, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "at least one information source is a query form" at Col. 9 line 67. 

As per claim 61, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "at least one information source is a static page" at Col. 11 lines 5-10. 
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As per claim 62, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "at least one information source is dynamically generated" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 63, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "the query language and the response language are the same language" at 
Col. 8 lines 31-32. 

As per claim 64, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "the sending protocol and the receiving protocol are different protocols" at Col. 
11 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 65, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 50, 
wherein "the computer information network is the Internet" at Col. 11 lines 2-5. 

As per claim 66, Christianson teaches a method for searching over the Internet 
comprising the steps of: 

• "providing an index of publications published at URL addresses on the Internet" 
at Col. 8 lines 50-56; 

• "receiving a search request including search criteria" at Col. 12 line 4; 

• "searching the publications by searching the index using the search criteria" at 
Col. 12 lines 5-6; 

• "retrieving a set of URL addresses from the index for publications which meet the 
search criteria" at Col. 12 lines 5-6 ; 

• "searching the publications currently available at the retrieved URL addresses 
using the search criteria" at Col. 12 lines 15-35; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/441,270 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2177 

• "providing in response to the search request URL addresses in the set which 
meet the search criteria" at Col. 12 lines 30-35. 

As per claim 67, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 66, 
wherein "the step of providing URL addresses comprises providing only URL addresses 
in the set which currently meet the search criteria" at Col. 7 line 65 to Col. 8 line 1 . 

As per claim 68, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 67, 
wherein "the step of providing URL addresses comprises providing all URL addresses in 
the set which currently meet the search criteria" at Col. 12 lines 5-6. 

As per claim 69, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 66, 
wherein "the publications include at least one database" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 70, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 66, 
wherein "the publications include text" at Col. 11 lines 5-10. 

As per claim 71, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 66, 
wherein "the publications include graphics" at Col. 5 lines 41-42. 

As per claim 74, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 66, 
wherein "the step of providing an index comprises creating the index" at Col. 9 lines 25- 
65. 

As per claim 75, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1,6, 11, 
17 or 38, wherein "the step of providing a searchbase comprises creating the 
searchbase" at Col. 9 lines 25-65. 
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As per claim 76, Christianson teach the method according to claim 1 , 6, 1 1 , 17, 
38 or 49, wherein "the information source is associated with a vendor" at Col. 8 lines 44- 
49. 

As per claim 77, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1,6, 11, 
17, 38 or 49 wherein "the information source is associated with a news organization" at 
Col. 11 lines 5-11. 

As per claim 78, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1,6, 11, 
17, 38 or 49 wherein "the information source is associated with an organization 
providing access to a database" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-1 1 . 

As per claim 79, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 1,6,11, 
17, 38 or 49 wherein "the information source is associated with an organization 
providing access to booking information" at Col. 1 1 lines 5-1 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 34-35, 46-47, and 72-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Christianson (U.S 6,085,186) as applied to claims above, and in view 



of Hobbs (U.S 5,987,454) ("Hobb"). 
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As per claims 34, 35, 46, 47, 72, 73 t Christianson teaches the method 
according to claims 17, 38, 66 as stated above. Christianson does not teach: "the 
received information includes audio or video". However, Hobb teaches the method of 
receiving information from multiple information sources wherein "the received 
information includes audio and Video" (See Abstract). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Christianson 
and Hobb's teaching in order to help user searching for multimedia information such as 
video and audio data. 

5. Claims 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Christianson as applied to claim 51 above, and in view of Brown et al. (U.S 6,336,1 16 
B1) ("Brown"). 

As per claim 52, Christianson teaches the method according to claim 51 . 
Christianson teaches receiving information from information sources at Col. 9 lines 56- 
58, but does not teach "the step of receiving comprises providing a blank form for the 
information source and receiving a completed form for the information source". 
However, Brown teaches a similar method for searching an information source wherein 
"the step of receiving information from information sources comprises providing a blank 
form for the information sources and receiving a completed form for the information 
sources" at Figs. 6A1-2, 6B1-2. Thus, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Christianson and Brown's 
teaching in order to make it easier for information source providers to provide their 
information to the search index. 
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As per claim 53, Brown and Christianson teach the method according to claim 
52. Brown also teaches: "the step of providing a blank form comprises publishing the 
blank form on the Internet" at Col. 6 lines 14-45. 

As per claim 54, Christianson and Brown teach the method according to claim 
52, Brown also teaches: "the step of providing a blank form comprises providing the 
blank form in response to a request therefor" at Col. 6 lines 14-45. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Macia Fletcher whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4903 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7299. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)746- 
7240. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2177 



KBP 

July 26, 2002 




JOHN E BREENE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



